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Abstract:

In the depopulated areas, many communities face to severe crisis of “extinction”. In general, population and community functions are lost one after another, and at last, community may extinct with long historical accumulation. As Japan has turned to decline phase of population, it is difficult to prevent all rural communities from extinction. But the community with possibility to revive should be promoted by helping indigenous power and appropriate policy. This study aims to know the indigenous and spontaneous power through the social capital existence in the community of different declining phase, and aims to give suggestion for promotion policy of local government. 
To know the events, changes of population, land-use and community functions, interview was held with older persons of selected 12 communities in Un-nan city, Shimane prefecture. And collecting data on social capital for all residents (over 15 years old) by questionnaire, the data were analyzed statistically to extract social capital and its relation between residents’ characteristics to define policy objects. 
As the results of the study, following were pointed out. (1) Changes of the community were caused mainly by labor market expansion during rapid economic growth period, and each community adapted itself to the change of the surroundings or managed to maintain. But the natural disaster like flood or heavy snowfall had triggered the  outflow of population. (2) Community functions are remained all community, and they are piled up from essential function to optional high-leveled function according to the vitality, which has depended on scale and age structure of the population. (3) Although social capitals are observed in all communities, their intensity is different by vitality. They enhance residents’ “sense of belonging” through the “significance of self-existence” or “feeling of trust for community” which are the relationship between oneself and community society. (4) It is suggested that means for enhancement of social capital are most effective to promote community and settlement.
